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The crime rate in the City of San Ramon continually drops every year.  Regardless of this statistic, 

property crimes happen all of the time.  These are called crimes of opportunity due to the nature 

of the crime.  Here in San Ramon, most people think we are exempt from crime.  This leaves peo-

ple with the feeling we can leave our vehicles unlocked and personal property in our vehicles and it 

will be fine, totally safe.  This is far from the truth.  It only takes about 10 seconds to break into a 

vehicle and steal the contents. Crime has no boundaries and San Ramon is no exception. Crimes of 

opportunity or property crimes are the highest crimes we have in San Ramon.  Only we can 

change this by target hardening.  To do this we have listed 10 easy tips to help prevent becoming a 

victim of an auto burglary.  

Here are 10 easy tips for you to use to prevent a car break-in: 

1) Don’t leave valuables in your car in plain sight or slightly hidden; lock them in the trunk. 

2)   Always lock your car when you leave it; even in front of your house. 

3)   Once home, unload your valuables immediately.  Do not store valuables in your car. 

4)   If possible, leave no trace or sign that there might be valuables such as docking stations or 

connector cables.  These can end up costing you hundreds of dollars to replace a broken win-

dow because the thief wanted to check your car for “hidden” valuables. 

5)   Try to park in busy, well-traveled areas and well lighted areas when parking in parking 

lots.  Always be aware of your surroundings. 

6)   Set your alarm or anti-theft device if you have it, it can be an effective deterrent to an 

auto burglar who likes to choose easy targets. 

7)   Don’t use hide-a-keys; thieves know the best places to find them. 

8)   Don’t think your dark, tinted windows hide your valuables.  Thieves often use flashlights 

to see through tint. 

9)   Just covering a valuable radio or any valuables in your car with something like a blanket or 

towel will probably only draw thieves’ attention—remove it when possible. 

10) Don’t forget about your remote garage door opener in your car.  That and the registra-

tion in your glove box may turn your car break-in into a home break-in as well.  Registrations 

should be kept in your wallet at all times.  If you have a remote for the garage, you should 

consider converting to a key chain option, available at most hardware stores.  This will pre-

vent you from leaving access in your vehicle and access to your home.  

Following these tips should target harden your vehicle from falling victim to a break in. Please 

share this information with your friends and family.  The better educated people are on how 

to not become a victim, the more people target harden, the less it will occur in our city.  The 

criminals will then go somewhere else to commit their crimes.   If you see someone suspi-

cious looking into vehicles in a parking lot or on the street, call the police immediately.  The 

phone number to dispatch is 925-973-2779. The police department relies on our citizens to 

report suspicious activity as we can not be everywhere all the time.  If you do fall victim to an 

auto burglary, you need to file a police report.  We will never know this occurred, if you do 

not report it.  Your insurance company will most likely need a copy of the report for your 

claim. The more we protect our property, the more we make it harder for criminals to com-

mit crime in our city, the less crime we will have in our city.  We need to work together to 

combat these things from occurring.  Together we can do it.  So remember if you see it, hear 

it, remember to report it.  

Is Your Property Safe in Your Vehicle? 



Is Vacation Calling?  These Tips Can Help 
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Did you know it is unlawful for any person to engage in the business of peddler or solicitor within the city, or to go from 

door to door or house to house or street to street within the city, for the purpose, direct or indirect, and whether or not 

the same is the sole purpose, of peddling or soliciting, without first obtaining a permit? (San Ramon City Ordinance, B7-

145—Required). 

To obtain a solicitor permit, one must submit an application, application fee, pass the finger print background, and post a 

$5,000 bond of insurance to cover them while in the city limits.  Once applicants are informed of these regulations, they usu-

ally do not pursue completing the application process. If a permit is authorized by the City, a laminated I.D. badge is issued 

and is valid for one year. Permissible hours of solicitation are then from “sunrise to sunset.” At present, there are only three 

companies possessing valid solicitor permits in the city of  San Ramon.  

There are certain authorized exceptions to the ordinance, such as route deliveries (newspaper, bakery, ice, realtors, laun-

dry,) among others, but they must be licensed by the State or any of its agencies while specifically engaging in the activity for 

which the license is required and issued. Another exception is made for persons soliciting with the bona fide purpose of 

propagating a religious or political faith, doctrine or belief for charitable purposes (with additional and specific stipulations 

placed on them for conducting such activities within City limits). Such valid solicitors must register with the State and should 

have valid documentation on their person. 

Possessing this knowledge about the laws governing solicitation within our City’s limits, you are better prepared to be alert 

to potential burglars “casing” your neighborhood, under the false pretense of soliciting for some business activity (e.g. selling 

magazine subscriptions), when in fact what they really are interested in is relieving you of the valuables within your home.  

Should you come across solicitors in your area without a permit, contact the San Ramon Police Department  so we may 

send an officer out to make sure they are legitimately in your neighborhood.  The number to contact is 925-973-2779.  We 

rely on our citizens to help be our eyes and ears, if you see someone suspicious, run into someone suspicious or hear some-

thing suspicious please call the police immediately. Working together we can keep San Ramon safe.   

BEWARE of Door-To-Door Solicitors 

Whether you are a jet setter or planning a weekend getaway, whenever you leave your home for any period of time, proper 

planning is imperative to keeping your home and valuables safe.  There are many things you can do to safe guard your home. 

Here are some tips to help make that next get a way a safe one.  

1) Sign up for a FREE vacation home check with the San Ramon Police 

Department. 

http://www.sanramon.ca.gov/police/documents/patvacrequest.pdf 

2)  Have a trusted neighbor pick up your mail, newspaper and packages.  

This give extra eyes on your home in your absence.  

3) If you don’t have a neighbor, put a stop on your mail and newspa-

per. 

4) If you always park in the driveway, ask a neighbor to park there in 

your absence. 

 

5)     Set interior and exterior lights on timers. 

6) Try to make your home look lived in when you are not there. 

7) Make sure all your doors and windows are LOCKED. 

8) Set your alarm prior to leaving and make sure your alarm company 

knows your gone, so they can call the police immediately.  

9) Don’t post your life on social media, you never know who is watch-

ing and sees that you are away.  

10) NEVER leave a spare key where someone can find it.  


